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SUBJECT: PROPOSED US MILITARY LIAISON OFFICE IN ECUADOR 
FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A LETTER SIGNED JUNE 7, 1974, 

SENT TO VICE ADMIRAL RAY PEET, DIRECTOR OF THE DEFENSE 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE AGENCY, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, BY 
THOMAS STERN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF POLITICO- 
MILITARY AFFAIRS, REGARDING TERMS OF REFERENCE AND COMPO- 
SITION OF THE PROPOSED US MILITARY LIAISON OFFICE. 

DEAR RAY, 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR LETTER OF MAY 17, 

SETTING FORTH THE RECOMMENDED TERMS OF REFERENCE AND 
SUGGESTED COMPOSITION OF THE PROPOSED SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
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ORGANIZATION IN ECUADOR. WE REALIZE THAT THE JCS HAS 
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DONE MUCH TO ACCOMMODATE AMBASSADOR BREWSTER'S VIEWS 
ON THE SUBJECT, AND THE AMBASSADOR HAS SPECIFICALLY 
ASKED THAT HIS APPRECIATION BE EXPRESSED FOR DOD'S 
HELP IN RESOLVING THE PROBLEMS THAT HAD ARISEN. 

THE U.S. MILITARY LIAISON OFFICE (USMLO) MAY BE 
ESTABLISHED EFFECTIVE JULY 15, 1974, WITH THE COMPOSI- 
TION AND STAFFING SPECIFIED IN APPENDIX B OF YOUR 
LETTER, THE TWO POSITIONS YOU IDENTIFIED (JOINT PLANS/ 

STAFF OFFICER AND TRAINING NCO) NOT TO BE FILLED UNTIL 
THE AMBASSADOR HAS SPECIFICALLY CONCURRED. THE USMLO 
WILL BE HOUSED IN THE CHANCERY OF THE EMBASSY, AND BY 
AGREEMENT REACHED INFORMALLY WITH THE ECUADOREAN FOREIGN 
OFFICE ON JUNE 5, ITS OFFICERS WILL BE ACCREDITED AS 
ATTACHES WITH A NOTATION REFLECTING THEIR GENERAL 
DUTIES IN THE LIAISON OFFICE. NON-OFFICER PERSONNEL 
WILL BE ACCREDITED AS ASSISTANTS FOR PURPOSES OF DUTY- 
FREE ENTRY, PRIVILEGES, ETC. NO MEMBER OF THE LIAISON 
OFFICE WILL, HOWEVER, BE ABLE TO BE CARRIED ON THE 
DIPLOMATIC LIST. IT WILL, NEEDLESS TO SAY, BE 
ESSENTIAL FOR THE USMLO TO WORK CLOSELY WITH THE 
AMBASSADOR IN ACCEPTING POLICY GUIDANCE SO AS TO GET 
OFF ON THE RIGHT FOOT IN THE SENSITIVE ATMOSPHERE IN 
ECUADOR. 

THE PROPOSAL TO ASSIGN A SENIOR ARMY LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL (0-5) AS HEAD OF THE OFFICE HAD ITS ORIGIN IN 
AMBASSADOR BREWSTER'S DESIRE TO HAVE THE OFFICE UNDER 
THE DIRECTION OF THE DEFENSE ATTACHE. AS THE AMBAS- 
SADOR HAS NOW AGREED TO USMLO'S ESTABLISHMENT AS A 
SEPARATE ORGANIZATION, HE HAS INDICATED HIS WILLINGNESS 
TO ACCEPT AN ARMY COLONEL (0-6) PROVIDED, OF COURSE, 

THAT THE COLONEL NOT HAVE A DATE OF RANK SENIOR TO THAT 
OF THE ARMY ATTACHE, COLONEL STANLEY P. CONVERSE, WHO 
BECOMES ARMATT ON OR ABOUT JULY 15, AND DATT IN SEPTEMBER. 

IN ACCEPTING THE PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR 
THE USMLO, AMBASSADOR BREWSTER HAS ASKED THAT A FEW 
SPECIFIC WORDING CHANGES BE MADE IN ORDER TO REFLECT 
THE SITUATION IN ECUADOR. 

A) SINCE THERE IS NO PROSPECT, AT THIS JUNCTURE, 

THAT ANY ADMINISTRATIVE OR LOGISTIC SUPPORT WILL BE 
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PROVIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF ECUADOR, THE WORDS "THE 
HOST GOVERNMENT" SHOULD BE DELETED FROM PARAGRAPH 7A 
(LINE 9, PAGE 4). THIS IS A MATTER, HOWEVER, WHICH CAN 
BE ADDRESSED DURING THE REVIEW OF THE USMLO ORGANIZA- 
TIONAL STRUCTURE IN JULY 1975 (PARA 7D). 

B) THE NAME OF THE OFFICE SHOULD BE SIMPLY 

"U.S. MILITARY LIAISON OFFICE (USMLO)". THE PROPOSED 
NAME, "ECUADOR-U.S. MILITARY LIAISON OFFICE", SUGGESTS 
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A JOINT US/ECUADOREAN RELATIONSHIP SIMILAR TO A MILITARY 
GROUP, AND WOULD NOT BE VIEWED FAVORABLY BY THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF ECUADOR. 

C) FINALLY, AMBASSADOR BREWSTER ASKS THAT THE 
WORDS "AS APPROPRIATE" BE DELETED FROM PARAGRAPH 5E 
(LINE 10, PAGE 3). THE AMBASSADOR EXPECTS AND INSISTS 
THAT HE BE KEPT INFORMED OF ALL MATTERS OVER WHICH HE 
HAS ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY, AND I BELIEVE HIS REQUEST 

IS NOT UNREASONABLE. IF ANY ADMINISTRATIVE, TECHNICAL, 

OR NON-POLICY MATTERS ARE SUFFICIENTLY TRIVIAL AS NOT 
TO REQUIRE BEING BROUGHT TO HIS ATTENTION, I AM SURE 
THAT A SATISFACTORY WORKING ARRANGEMENT CAN BE DEVISED 
BETWEEN THE AMBASSADOR AND THE CHIEF OF THE USMLO. IN 
VIEW OF THE AMBASSADOR'S STRONG FEELING ABOUT THIS 
POINT, AND HIS ACCEPTANCE OF ALL THE REMAINDER OF THE 
TERMS OF REFERENCE AND SUGGESTED COMPOSITION OF THE 
OFFICE, I HOPE YOU WILL HAVE NO DIFFICULTY WITH THIS 
REQUEST. 

ALTHOUGH AMBASSADOR BREWSTER HAS SECURED THE 
INFORMAL ASSENT OF THE FOREIGN OFFICE TO THE ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF THE USMLO, HE WISHES TO 
BE ABLE TO DISCUSS THEM WITH DEFENSE MINISTER ALMEIDA 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO WE CAN PROCEED WITH THE EXPEDI 
TIOUS ESTABLISHMENT OF THE USMLO. WE WILL ASK AMBAS- 
SADOR BREWSTER TO DO THIS AS SOON AS YOU CAN LET ME 
HAVE YOUR AGREEMENT WITH THE POINTS HE HAS MADE. 

AGAIN, PLEASE ACCEPT AMBASSADOR BREWSTER'S 
AND THE DEPARTMENT'S APPRECIATION FOR DOD'S EFFORTS 
TO ACCOMMODATE OUR MUTUAL INTEREST IN THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE US MILITARY LIAISON OFFICE IN ECUADOR. 

SINCERELY, THOMAS STERN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF 
POLITICO-MILITARY AFFAIRS. KISSINGER 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 STATE 120463 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY ASSISTANCE, POLICIES, MILITARY ADVISERS, PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS, MILITARY MISSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 JUN 1974 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: smithrj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE1 20463 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: DPASSAGE:DP 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 45-0691 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740664/aaaacczv.tel 

Line Count: 154 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN PM 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: STADIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: STADIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: smithrj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 2 SEP 2002 by cunninfx>; APPROVED <1 9 FEB 2003 by smithrj> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PROPOSED US MILITARY LIAISON OFFICE IN ECUADOR FOR THE AMBASSADOR 
TAGS: MARR, AFSP, EC, US 
To: QUITO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



